CHAPTER   V
THE BUILDING TRADE
By SIR E. D. SIMON
THE solution of the housing problem depends almost
entirely on the building trade. Can it be made efficient?
Can it be expanded sufficiently? We therefore endeavoured
to find out something about its position and prospects.
There are two separate divisions of the building trade:
firstly, the manufacture of building materials, and, secondly,
the actual construction of buildings. The really weak spot
is the former; by universal consent that side of the building
trade is among the weakest of all the major industries of
Russia. One architect called it "grasslich"; so far back as
1931 Kaganovich said:1 "There is not a single branch of
our economic life where the production of equipment is so
backward."
A good deal of attention has been given to the industry
from that time onwards. The government has issued several
decrees with the aim of making it more efficient, but the
position is still bad. Authorities whom we met variously
estimated that it would take from three to five years before
the necessary factories could be built and could be got into
full and effective production*
I had no opportunity to make any investigation into this
side of the building trade.
Turning now to the construction of buildings, we inter-
viewed the Moscow Building Trust, to which the Mossoviet
gives all the contracts which it lets for house-building. I was
informed that it was the largest house-building organization
in the U.S.S.R.
In accordance with the general Soviet principle of
decentralizing executive work, the Moscow Building Trust
has been encouraged to take an active part in producing
some of the materials it needs; in particular, it has developed
quarries and transport. Three years ago it was^ employing
10,000 men on the production of building materials, largely
on capital development; the number is being cut down
1 The Socialist Secanstructwn of Moscow, p. 72.